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For many weeks now, we have heard many Parables from Matthew’s Gospel (Chapters
13-25) reminding us of what the Kingdom of God is like.  In the midst of Jesus’ Parables, a
disciple of Jesus asks:“Why do you speak to the crowd in parables?”

He said to them in reply, “Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven
has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted. To anyone who has, more will
be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. This is why I speak to them in parables, because ‘they look but do not see and hear
but do not listen or understand.” (Matthew 13:11-13)

CAN WE SEE AND HEAR THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES?  If Jesus walked the face of the earth
today, He would certainly use today’s Pandemic as a Parable.  Seeing in the News that even
the largest cities and famous landmarks are empty is strange.

COVID-19 has put nations on an indefinite pause, forcing hospitals to make traumatic
decisions, cancelled events like the Olympics, disrupted daily life, and killed over a million
people.  There’s never been a time in modern history that we have seen countries across
the world simultaneously place people, billions of people, under lockdown… until now. This
virus threatens all of humanity.  It seems that life will never be the same after the
coronavirus pandemic.

In the news, we see how many people are putting their faith only in science and in people.
What is sad to me is that God is nowhere in the News. But for faithful Catholics like you and
me, we are searching through the eyes of our hearts in the light of the Catholic Faith. Of
course, with all due respect to scientists, we believe in what science could do. But that is
not all.  We Catholics, first and foremost, put our faith in God.  That is why we pray to Him.
We pray to the Almighty God for the end of this pandemic.

With everything that’s happening now, God must be telling the world something.  But
what is God saying? So we ask ourselves, with this coronavirus pandemic in mind:
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● “What could God be telling US?
● “What could He be telling ME?
● “What is He telling THE WORLD?”

Why God is allowing all of this to happen, I do not know!  What is God telling us?

GOD IS SAYING, “TRUST IN ME!”

What is it to trust in God?  It is not simply believing in Him, but firmly believing and
completely placing one’s confidence in God, Who is the Truth and the only source of all
goodness in this life.  In other words, to trust in God is to surrender oneself to His perfect
will.

IS THIS A TIME OF CHASTISEMENT FROM GOD TO THE WICKED?!?!?!

There are priests who never say in their homilies and teachings that COVID-19 might be a
chastisement from God, a punishment for the wickedness of the world and its unholy
people. Yes, even though we are all affected by this, this chastisement is clearly for some of
God’s people.

Could it be because they were uncomfortable that it might “offend” believers and
unbelievers alike?  But what they are missing from not saying this important truth—that a
pandemic is one of the ways by which God may express His wrath over sinfulness. I believe
that this just may be a pastoral opportunity of doing souls a favor by instilling in them a
greater knowledge of God, to despise sin, and to worry about their salvation.

In a vision of Prophet Isaiah, God speaks, “Thus I will punish the world for its evil and the
wicked for their guilt. I will put an end to the pride of the arrogant, the insolence of tyrants I
will humble my People.” (Isaiah 13:11)  God is certainly shaking up many people.  And again:
“The Lord will judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
(Hebrews 10:29-31)

GOD IS TELLING US TO PRAY FOR OURSELVES!

God is telling us to pray for ourselves always, so that we are spiritually equipped at any
given time. The godless and the non-practicing Catholics do not think that they need a firm
relationship with the Lord during stressful times like the pandemic; still, they can’t be
bothered to pray.  If you ask them, “Why?”, they may respond: “We are not sick with
COVID-19, so why pray?” Or they’d say, “It’s all up to nature and the human body.  God has
no role in it because He doesn’t exist.”

The secular world does not believe that prayer helps us not get infected with COVID-19.
They only stick with “social distancing” and other protective measures, which are
admittedly crucial to be practiced to prevent further virus spread.  But sometimes, even the
faithful forget that God is telling us to simply ask Him in prayer what we need, such as
sparing us from the pandemic.  It reminds me of what Saint Thomas Aquinas says in Summa
Theologica, Aquinas says that it is not because we are able to change God’s will through
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prayer, but because He has appointed for all eternity as part of His will that He will give us, if
only we ask it of Him.

GOD IS TELLING US TO ALSO PRAY FOR OTHERS.

Although many Catholics do pray for themselves and their families, some of them forget or
do not want to pray for others.  But God is not pleased to spare us from coronavirus if all we
think about is ourselves.

Saint Thomas Aquinas says:

“Necessity binds us to pray for ourselves, fraternal charity urges us to pray for others: and
the prayer that fraternal charity proffers is sweeter to God than that which is the outcome
of necessity.”  (Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica)

We also should pray for the worst sinners that are afflicted in this pandemic.  God instructs
us to pray for one another.

Keep in mind what the Angel of Portugal said to the three young visionaries, (Lucia dos
Santos, Francisco Marto and Jacinta Marto), a year before the Apparitions of Our Lady of
Fatima; that we should pray to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary
in these following words:

“My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love You. And I ask pardon for those who do not
believe, do not adore, do not hope, and do not love You.”

With over a million coronavirus cases in the world, how many of them are in grave spiritual
condition, as described by the Angel of Portugal? Probably many, and they need our prayers
for the forgiveness of their sins, particularly those on the edge of death.

God is asking something of us.

The Angel of Portugal also revealed to the three children in Fatima what God asks of
them—TO CONSOLE HIM!  And I think, it continues to be one of the things that is still being
asked of the faithful, given how so many people, in this day and age, turn their backs on
God, contently living in sinfulness and worldliness.

In the silence of our hearts, and our homes, especially those under lockdown, in isolation,
or wherever you may be during this time of the pandemic, pray to God.  Ask Him!  Pray and
listen intently to His voice that you may know what He is asking of you.

God is allowing us to experience a foretaste of Hell with the absence of public celebration
and physical reception of the Sacraments

Some of us may still fear coming to Church.  The coronavirus pandemic pushed government
officials, and Church leaders, to resort, temporarily, to something we probably never
thought would ever happen—the historic suspension of the public reception and
celebration of the Eucharist and other Sacraments, and the closure of many Catholic
churches and Adoration chapels in various parts of the world.  When we were told NOT to
give Communion to anyone, I still did, even on aisle 7 at Hannafords!
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Aside from conversing to God in prayer, it is only in receiving the Sacraments of the
Eucharist and Penance that many of us souls who are going through the dark night of the
soul may experience consolation.  There is just no other consolation that could equal to
being united with the Lord in Holy Communion, and to knowing that their sins are forgiven,
and their guilt is removed in Confession.

The suspension of Masses and the Sacraments mean nothing to non-practicing Catholics.
But I know that to me and to all Catholics devoted to the Faith, there is certainly a meaning
to these special Sacraments.  I tried to reflect on what it is and I realize that it is a partial
glimpse of the eternal loss of Heaven.
Could God be allowing us to experience a ‘foretaste’ of Hell?, the place where “GOD IS
NOT!”  Perhaps, it could be so. Why?  Because the Bible teaches us the souls of the damned
know and are aware that God is everywhere, except there in Hell.  Yet, they do not feel His
presence; they never see His Face. It just feels that He is too far from them. Without the
Masses and Sacraments, we know that God is with us, as He is omnipresent. Yet, it feels like
He is far from us, with those empty parishes. We imagine Him housed in Tabernacles.

Though thankfully, we are only devoid of His sweet presence temporarily.  But what for the
souls in Hell who would never be able to see the Face of God nor be with Him for all
eternity?

All of us, who still have the gift of life, the mercy of God is with us, giving us the chance to
go to Heaven, and be with Him for eternity.

However, we should never ever forget how it feels to have temporarily ‘lost’ the presence of
the Lord in Holy Mass and the Sacraments in the time of this pandemic. For this will serve as
a constant reminder throughout our lives. If or when God puts an end to all this, the Holy
Mass and the Sacraments will all be back as usual; available as usual for the faithful. Life will
be back to normal… HIS WAY!!!

God is calling us to repent.
“But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” – (Luke 13:5)

I believe that it was truly not a coincidence that COVID-19 spiked just as the Catholic Church
had entered the Season of Lent, where the ‘core’ or ‘central’ message of Lent—is to repent.
That is because God must be calling us in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic to repent.

True repentance means feeling remorse for the sins we have committed against God and
other people; for our actions that caused others troubles and pains, and most of all,
offended and hurt God. In other words, we should feel sorrowful of our sins.

Saint Thomas Aquinas once said, “To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary. To one
without faith, no explanation is possible.” It’s sad how some people would still not repent
even with the threat of COVID-19 in their lives.
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Despite seeing thousands of people die across nations, it seems that there’s just no warning
from God that would make them believe.  The coronavirus pandemic is no reason for them
to amend their sinful beliefs and ways.

Saint John the Baptist, the voice crying in the wilderness, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 2:3).  He is here and in the NOW and so let us begin to live
the words, “I WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN!”  Our whole lives just may be changed… for good!

There are plenty of things that God could be telling each and every person with this
pandemic.  However, “THERE ARE THINGS AS WELL THAT GOD IS TELLING ME THAT ONLY
‘ME’ COULD DISCERN AND UNDDERSTAND.

And there are things that God is telling you that only you could discern and understand.
God is speaking to us; be open. And let each one of us boldly respond to Him,

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”

Fr. Bob, OSW

QUESTIONS:

1.  What word or phrase touched you the most?

2.  During this time of the Pandemic, how is Jesus challenging YOU?

3.  In this ‘PARABLE OF THE PANDEMIC,’ what do you think Jesus is

telling the world from HIS HEART?

.
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