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In the last teaching, Father Hyacinth introduced us to the Apostolic and Nicene

creeds, succinct summaries of our faith. Today, we turn to reflect on the article

of faith related to all of creation:

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

Of all things visible and invisible.

The Easter season and arrival of spring is surely a good time to renew our sense

of wonder as the visible world comes back to life following the slumber of

winter.  In real ways this particular year, we also hope to see a return to life

following the dark season of the pandemic.  May this Easter season bring us

awe and hope that inspires praise to the Creator of all things visible and

invisible!

While we seek to understand visible realities through scientific exploration, the

invisible realities remain more of a mystery to us. Yet, as people of faith we are

called upon to believe.  As Jesus lovingly spoke to Thomas in his doubt, “Do not

doubt but believe . . . Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come

to believe,” (JN 20:27,29).

This reflection will focus on one of those mysteries - the presence of angels as

messengers of God and protectors of humanity.  The Catechism notes the

existence of angels as a fundamental truth of our faith:  “The existence of the
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spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred Scripture usually calls “angels” is a

truth of faith.  The witness of Scripture is as clear as the unanimity of

Tradition.1”  Throughout the course of salvation history, the invisible reality of

angels became a visible reality for a select few people. Reflecting on the

context of a few of these situations, the impact of the appearances, and

individual responses to the experiences may be inspirational for us as well.

Drawing first on Tradition, sometime around 800 AD, Saint Theodulf2 wrote a

hymn that we sang as the entry hymn lately on Palm Sunday.  It is called “All

Glory, Laud, and Honor.”  The second verse goes as follows:  “All glory, laud and

honor, To you, Redeemer King; To whom the lips of children, made sweet

hosannas ring.  The company of angels are praising you on high; And mortals,

joined with all things created make reply.”  With this simple song of praise,

Saint Theodulf brings to life the importance of praise, the role of angels in

offering thanks and praise to God, and reminds us that our role is to also

respond with praise!

Let’s now turn to Scripture for references to angels. A great place to begin at

this time of year is at the tomb of Jesus on the Third Day:  “But on the first day

of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, but when they went in,

they did not find the body.  While they were perplexed about this, suddenly

two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.  The women were terrified and

bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look

for the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.  Remember how

he told you , while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed

over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again,” (LK 24:1-6).

So here God allows these grieving, courageous and faithful women to be the

first witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus. How unlikely!  How unexpected!

How glorious!  Clearly these women were taken completely by surprise, and

yet they also immediately recognized the holiness of these messengers.

Angels of God were instrumental in the life of Jesus from the Incarnation to the

Ascension.  We began this reflection at the tomb of Jesus, but now let’s look

back to the moment of His conception.  The Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary,

seemingly completely out of the blue.  “The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a

2 Saint Theodulf of Orléans, b. ~750-821, Writer/Poet/Bishop of Orleans during reign of Charlemagne

1 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 328
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town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was

Joseph.  The Virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings,

favoured one!  The Lord is with you. . .the angel said “Do not be afraid, Mary. .

.you will conceive and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. . .the child to

be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” What was Mary’s response?

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word,”

(Luke 1:26-35).  Isn’t the presence of angels awesome in the truest sense that

instinctively prompts holy fear and reverence?  Even Mary experienced

fearsome power, yet the angel greets her by telling her not to be afraid and

explains the mission for which the angel is sent by God.  Each angel engages

the person with gentle word and powerful clarity. Mary’s response is such a

model for us.  Her trusting answer, “YES,” is made definitively, despite all of the

questions, uncertainty, and risk.  How often do we hesitate or even resist God’s

prompting in our own lives?

And then there is Joseph!  After learning that Mary was pregnant and knowing

that he was not the father, Joseph respectfully planned to separate from her.

However, he too received a visit as “an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your

wife. . .she will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his

people from their sins,” (MT 1:20-21).  In this year of Saint Joseph, we thank

him for dismissing his doubt and listening to that angel!

In scripture, the appearance of angels does not begin with the life of Jesus.

Scriptural stories involving these messengers of God go WAY back in God’s

relationship with his people.  Recall the first Passover, where Moses led the

Israelites across the Red Sea out of slavery in Egypt. Forty years later and just

before crossing the Jordan River into the Promised Land, Moses knew that he

would not be crossing the Jordan.  He prepared to die.  Moses was directed by

God to commission Joshua to lead the chosen people on their next Passover –

to secure the Promised Land. The year was around 1400 BC.    With a trust like

that of Moses before him, Joshua believed that God would deliver the

Promised Land to the Israelites, beginning with Jericho. As Joshua prepared for

that first battle, “.  . . he looked up and saw a man standing before him with a

drawn sword in his hand.  Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you one of

us, or one of our adversaries?”  He replied, “Neither; but as commander of the
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army of the Lord I have now come.”  And Joshua fell on his face to the earth

and worshiped, and he said to him, “What do you command your servant, my

Lord?”  The commander of the army of the Lord said to Joshua, “Remove the

sandals from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy,” (Joshua 5:13-15).

The answer that this angel gives to Joshua is priceless. I don’t work for you or

for your enemy . . . I work for God!  Joshua’s immediate reaction is to worship.

He is moved to reverence given the holiness of this messenger of God.  Joshua

is also being challenged to completely trust God despite being a complete

underdog against a highly fortified city.  Most of us will not get the privilege of

direct conversation with an Angel of the Lord on the eve of a major event.

However, are we not called to discern what is pleasing to the Lord and what

our unique calling may be for him?  Can we trust and cooperate with God in

our own lives?  How?

We know from these stories that God uses his angels to communicate with holy

people . . . but what about the rest of us?  As children, we pray “Angel of God,

my guardian dear, To whom God’s love commits me here, Ever this day, be at

my side, To light, to guard, to rule, and guide.” Scripture reminds us that

“unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom

of heaven,” (MT 18:3).  So we are called to trust, and one of the many gifts

given is that of our own Guardian Angel.  The Catechism notes that “From its

beginning until death, human life is surrounded by their watchful care and

intercession.  Beside each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd

leading him to life.  Already here on earth the Christian life shares by faith in

the blessed company of angels and men united in God,” (CCC 336).  May we

have the faith needed to trust and call upon our own dedicated guardian angel

to help guide us in this journey toward heaven during our earthly life!

Questions for Reflection:

1. What word or phrase stood out to you from this teaching?

2. How do both visible and invisible parts of creation strengthen your faith?

3. What role do/could do these messengers of heaven have for you?
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