
 

                                         St. Brendan the Navigator Parish 

                          
                           7 Union street, Camden, Me 04843   |  (207) 236.4785   |   Fax: 207.236.9422 
 
My Dear Parishioners,                                                                 March 25, 2022 
          

This week begins the Church’s liturgical celebration of Holy Week (April 9th and 10th through April 16th 
and 17th).  With this letter, I am including the Holy Week Schedule as well as additional times to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. This year the Easter Vigil will be observed at St. Francis of Assisi in Belfast on 
Saturday April 16th at 8:00 pm. (Just a reminder that there are no other scheduled Masses Saturday evening.) 
On Holy Thursday (April 14th) and Good Friday (April 15th) there will be TWO services, one at 4:00 pm at Our 
Lady of Good Hope in Camden, and the other at 6:30 pm at St. Bernard in Rockland. Fr. Divine, Deacon Bob, and 
I will be at these services, and we will take turns preaching.  

For us as Catholics, Holy Week stands at the very center of our liturgical year. It is a unique event in the 
life of the Church. In many ways it helps us to discover the deeper meaning of what we do the remainder of the 
year. Holy Week opens up the Mass to us. Each year, these Holy Days, remind us that the Eucharist is the source 
and summit of our lives as Catholics, the “true food” that fuels our faith. In the Gospel of John, Jesus couldn't 
have said it any clearer: “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life within you” (Jn. 6:53). The events of Holy Week drive home the significance of God’s 
love for us, and the reality of the sacrifice which has made it possible for us to have life within us. Each year, we 
are reminded that life is lived out in community. We journey together. Together we support one another. We 
rejoice together. We help each other. We bear one another’s burdens. It is within community that our faith 
becomes tangible and concrete. And the highest expression of who we are as a Christian community is our 
Sunday worship. 

On Easter Sunday morning, we proclaim the Good News that Jesus Christ is RISEN! The Good News is 
meant to be shared. I suspect I’m not alone in thinking that after several years of a global pandemic and all the 
subsequent events we’ve lived through the past couple of years, that the world is in desperate need of good 
news, especially THE Good News. This year, I am reminded of St. Paul’s words to the Romans, “But how can they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
And how can they hear without someone to preach?” (Rom. 10:14-15).  

Therefore, this Holy Week and Easter, I’d like to challenge you. If you’ve been away from Mass during 
the pandemic, or for whatever reason, I invite you to come back. It is not the same without you. Further, I’d like 
to challenge all of us, to reach out to others, friends and family, and to invite them this Easter to receive the 
Eucharist, to help us to rebuild and to grow as a Christian community, and to recommit themselves to Sunday 
Mass. 

My prayer for you this Holy Week and Easter, is that you encounter the Passion of the Lord Jesus in a 
new way, in a way that leads to a deeper share in the mystery of our Catholic faith, and to a greater experience 
of the life that Christ offers you in a real and concrete way here in Midcoast Maine at the Parish of St. Brendan 
the Navigator. I invite you to celebrate the Holy Days with us! I invite you to walk with us! And I encourage you 
to share the Good News with others and to invite them to join us as well. As St. Paul said, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring the Good News!” (Rom. 10:15). 

 

Have a blessed Holy Week and Easter! 
 

             Fr. Nathan D. March 
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