
“LAUDATO SI’, Mi Signore” – “Praise to You, my Lord.”  
 

It was only a few months ago that I became personally aware that 
these words represented a “marriage” of two very important things in 
my life—my catholic faith and my care and concern for the environ-
ment. In 1224, our church’s patron Saint Francis of Assisi wrote 
these words in a beautiful canticle to remind us that our common 
home, the earth, is like a sister with whom we share our life and a 
beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us and, in 2015, 
Pope Francis decided to use them as the title for his papal letter to the 
church on this topic. I guess I wasn’t paying attention at the time and 
sadly it took seven years but better late than never! 
 

“Praise be to You, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who 
sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruits with  
colored flowered and herbs.” God has bestowed this precious gift on 
us and it is up to us to take care of it and preserve it. I love the  
synergies here…Saint Francis and Pope Francis, Belfast and Rome, 
and the integration of faith and environmental concern. No longer 
two separate cares in my life but now one integrated whole.  With delight and this new  
awareness, I have begun to notice more and more places in my spiritual life where this care for 
our common home is raised and reinforced. I look forward to more opportunities to reflect on 
this integration and encourage you to follow this bulletin column each week to begin or  
continue your own journey.   
 

Suggestion: In the weeks ahead look and listen for references in scripture, both during Mass 
and in your own readings, for references to care for our common home and its creatures. 
 

Barbara Edmond, St. Francis Parishioner 
 
We welcome and encourage questions and ideas! Contact Dianne Smith at 
dcrjsmith@hotmail.com or any other  Social Justice and Peace members, or check in with the 
St. Francis Laudato Si’ group: Martha Block, Michael Cyr, Barbara Edmonds, Elissa Koskela, 
Tim Pritchard and Dianne Smith. 
 
Excerpts from Pope’s Francis’ 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’, pgrph 1. https://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 


